
 
 
 

Home-Based Business Permit 
(Home Occupations) 

1. All development permits issued for home occupations shall be revocable 

at any time by the development authority, if, in its opinion, the use is or 

has become detrimental to the amenities of the neighbourhood in which 

it is located. 

2. A minor home occupation shall comply with the following regulations: 

a) A minor home occupation shall not employ any person on-site 

other than a resident of the dwelling. 

b) No offensive noise, vibration, smoke, dust, odour, heat, glare, 

electrical or radio disturbance detectable beyond the boundary of 

the lot on which the minor home occupation is located shall be 

produced by the home occupation. 

c) There shall be no outdoor business activity, or outdoor storage of 

material or equipment associated with the minor home 

occupation allowed on the site. Storage related to the minor 

home occupation shall be allowed only in either the dwelling or 

accessory buildings. 

d) Up to ten (10) business visits per week are allowed. 

e) Exterior alterations or additions to accommodate a minor home 

occupation shall not be allowed. 

f) No more than one (1) commercial vehicle up to but not exceeding 

a gross vehicle weight of 4,800 kg (10,560 lbs.), to be used in 

conjunction with the major home occupation, shall be parked or 

maintained on the site in a Residential District. The parking space 

for the commercial vehicle shall be adequately screened and sited 

behind the principal building to the satisfaction of the 

Development Authority. 
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g) There shall be no exterior signage, display or advertisement other 

than a business identification sign, the size of which shall be 

entirely at the discretion of the Development Authority. 

3. A major home occupation shall comply with the following regulations: 

a) The number of non-resident employees working on-site shall not 

exceed two (2) on-site, non-occupant employees. 

b) Up to eight (8) business visits per day are allowed. 

c) No more than one (1) commercial vehicle up to but not exceeding 

a gross vehicle weight of 4,800 kg (10,560 lbs.), to be used in 

conjunction with the major home occupation, shall be parked or 

maintained on the site in a Residential District. The parking space 

for the commercial vehicle shall be adequately screened and sited 

behind the principal building to the satisfaction of the 

Development Authority. 

d) Any interior or exterior alterations or additions to accommodate a 

major home occupation may be allowed at the discretion of the 

Development Authority, as along as such alterations comply with 

this Bylaw and the Alberta Safety Codes Act and the regulations 

made thereunder. 

e) There shall be no exterior signage, display or advertisement other 

than a business identification sign, the size of which shall be 

entirely at the discretion of the Development Authority. 

4. All home occupations shall comply with the following requirements: 

a) In addition to a development permit application, each application 

for a minor home occupation or a major home occupation shall be 

accompanied by a description of the business to be undertaken in 

the dwelling, an indication of the anticipated number of business 

visits per week, and details for the provision of parking along with 

other pertinent details of the business operation. 

b) When a development permit is issued for a home occupation, 

such permit shall be terminated should the applicant vacate the 

property for which the permit has been issued. 



c) A minor or major home occupation shall not occupy more than 

20% of the floor area of the main dwelling or 35 m2 (375 ft.2), 

whichever is the lesser. 

d) Home occupations shall not involve: 

i. activities that use or store hazardous material in quantities 

exceeding those found in a normal household; or 

ii. any use that would, in the opinion of the development 

authority, materially interfere with or affect the use, 

enjoyment, or value of neighbouring properties. 

5. A permit issued for a home occupation is valid for one (1) year or longer 

as determined by the Development Authority. It is the obligation of the 

developer to seek renewal of a development permit prior to the expiry of 

the time period for which the initial permit was issued. The Development 

Authority shall consider the renewal on its merits. 

6. A stop order may be issued at any time if, in the opinion of the 

Development Authority, the operator of the home occupation has 

violated any provisions of this Bylaw or conditions of the approval of the 

development permit and complaints based on the operation of the home 

occupation have been received. 

 
 

 

 

 

 


